PROJECT  10073  RECORD 


| 1.  DATE  • TlfcE  CROUP 

i 26  June  49  26/0505Z 


•3.  SOURCE 
: Civiiian 


'4.  NUU5ER  OF  OQJECTS 
| One 


Is.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 

; 3-31/2  Seconds 


{6.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 
Ground-Visual 


. 7.  COURSE 

Southerly 


3.  PHOTOS 

\ 

! □ Y«a 

j CTvNo 


* 9.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 


2.  LOCATION 


Pennsv  /aniay  C h o 


10.  CONCLUSION 


Astro  (PIREDALL) 


r Olivier,  Director,  Flower  Observatory  and  Dri  Purves,  Executive 
irector,  American  Institute  of  Architects  observed  object  and  I 


RYVNDVNXm 


! 

Observer  noticed  an  exceptionally  large  meteor.  The  object  } 
appeared  a3  a blue-green  "noon"  and  was  estimated  between  l/(> 
and  2/3  of  the  size  of  the  diamOter  of  the  moon.  It  appeared. 

5 deg  below  the  star  Altair  in  the  bend  of  the  handle  of  the  j 
Big  Dipper.  7ne  object  moved  in  Southerly  directi cn  through  I 
about  20  deg  of  arc  in  3 to  3 1/2  seconds  and  disappeared  behjinc 
aidca  roof  of  a hcuxse.  Unlike  the  usual  fireball,  the  appearance 
was  not  accompanied  by  a hissing  sound  nor  was  it  followed  by]  I 
any  thunder  sound.  It  was  not  followed  by  any  lighted  trail. 
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As  vie  talked,  r.y  attention  as  svd:!e..l;  cau.;hi  hy  1 V.a"  1 cf 
fire  sveopir.*  acre  =3  the  -vestem  sky.  I1,  roved  "ror.  the 
north , f:m-d  south,  in  a line  slant *. r.£  *arth  ar!,  not  so 
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3 inc  e r - ly  you  ra , 


* • 


A T3UD  CC1Y: 


uU.^. 


Ir  ene  1.  Zechreister 

, ^Ttsi 


• 4-  .0 


4 


Subj 


. -*  . * • • • ,p  •«  ■»,  »►'  ' 

^ . - j - » i j ..  • 


• • i * i • 


( 0 

U) 


• y \ 


A V 


f I 


• • 


. rt  . 


i .-.  t 


r • / 


• • < 


— > . . — •/ 


* \ 


rc. 


■jO 

, 4 •.  • • •" 

W.I.  . N/  ^ - 


:zr  r •'* 

^ - m" 

• • • t 

r*L  • • ' ^ /•* 


ic  in 


• • 


cn 


— ✓ 
il 


'.  -I'M 


V 


=1  ^ 


^ 1^  • 

^ #v*  • ^ 


vo> 

-r*  ^ : 


V t 1»  >% 


To  ri  : 

>vrn  "cnc  , 


lit"* 

subject* 

• : . . -i 

ft  • ft  • • • U • 


-*  • \ 1 ^ • J 


: . | • * \ 


or.  .Ti  .u  i. 


%ft 


•"  , #*  •*«. ?r/ 

•ft  • w • W 

•*»  •»>  *1 

ft.ftW.i  - C.  V 

.;orrK' 


- • • • . .^V'  A J *•  V 

v iC  L i.  , •'.  . 


«...  ...  | .-  , 

•J  J »j  «.  I i..  -J 


2 L 


•3n  - 


•.  r - 


/■»  I ^ f'  A J W ^ I**  /•'  1 ’ • • ' < 

) •••Vi  I wt.L  ...  4 J •«*  * 


r • n J 

• < • , ^ w 


- / • \ t . * \ 

c.  '.n  rco  v iy,  ' - ) ; 


i'  A 

» • / 


^ . aru 


u)  ire.  " - 


• • 


i -* 


ion. 


A # 


2. 

•n  rc.±j. 


’’  r »-*! 

«*.  *.  .X 


M * 


• - - • 


•u-:  v^v-v  - 


> — ^ - 

iv'. 


s :.n 

Val. 


v.,n 


^ — ' -v.  . lO  •-•  . — •—  • J - 


cc:  District 


BOVKGRM'1' 

iwa^-iU.  u. 


ov  r*  IS: 
:.%Ua 


UNa^T^D 


* 


<7  ’ 1'jur 

-•  • 

. « v • 

vyc, 

aval  . 

• pM: 

-..cc:, 

r'-J-±-'.. 

^ r-  » V 
V*  V 1 

nr  • 

.cir  oir: 


on 


r ••  * m 

• j • « . ' . 


t.  :•  ere 
du  \ 'cnv , 


• t 


r c:  li-' .•  1J  . . , 

3i~.: 


» 


. Cl’;' 


J uie  'J  T.V  P'j,  i •/  . 


-*  r ‘ w 

— 


1 * tr  ”,  •?  r 4 **  '■ 

.i*  l J ^ • « • 

ccc-use  iL  ~r  ^ L^- 

Gi  - tlrn  SVU’tS  »'i‘  C -CpT. 

il  l.lLtlf  tantion. 


*»*•  i 


0-. 


t ntic ..  -O'  t II  ?. 

•t  ' *'•'  ^ p *% 


- ' c " !’  V ' s r'‘-of 


T*  * 1 1 nr 

• • » 1 — * 5 


n r*  <5  • 

A o.'  . 


* rr. 3 n:.  3v-'>icr- 


U W ' A 


' ' •* 
• » 


oji-ic 


f r e'  ■’.‘3  •'  ilr.vs : - 

\t  !’•  "t 


j 

• .. 
^ J 


-t  n . *. 

• - — - • - - • 

*».  c t * < 

o ^ -’.V 


~ \j  1 - » V 

C v»  v*  1«  . *n  * n 

• . i.  • * . — v.  . • 


vur  \3. 


• • ^ 1 ^ I ^ i 

) J W . • ^ J • # mm*  m J 


. t'-C  If.  i.  A D"T- 

tlflK.  of  T li.i 

• t*  r 4 ’ • 

• • * •*  ^ w I#  f 

,c  '—r-.J.T  »lc 

<7  - 


* 

I'.  rr-  , 


••  V 


.u  sar- 

• 

4 ” s ^ 

• j - 


__  S •.  C - 


o tv:.'  :Ov  3 t " :rv  ~ i 


»'  - >•  • 

. V.  > . v« 


• r 


• • 


. -•  ^ 

*•.«.  •• 


n r 


oclor  r. 
J?cv  2c. 


■In 

>4  mm 

■\  3 


MM  i.t 


Ice 

.•fin  d. ild. s'*,  r.ii  ■ . 


• .j 
• • 

. 


*“»  r« 


M'UilO-  StO’5 


~ . J 


it;  :rv.:  rn 


• • 


I ar.  trv'.s  v\  *v  J ly  V.:is  r^pcrt  thrcu.  ii  Ll:r 

neighbor*  r.  Ohnrles  *•  L*  Fleck# 


;:v  ;i 


- **o 

-V  • > 


"curs  truly. 


• *;c-a*rj  «T*vv- 

* a. 
j 

• 

> 

n 
• • 

'.  8 ~'f 

w‘  • 

r>  *’  L 

• •»  • « • 

• r 

brJ  li ' a.. co  oJ'  n ne  e 

• 

1 • • • 

*•-*  1 1 
% • 4 ^ ••  •• 

tv  r«. •*  C*  i...?  -rick 

> r- 

' r. 

Ct  c.  - . . .V  , 

•.-If-  , 

Y o li  -V;  o'ciY  ^ r 

-Vie- 

.:lv 

fc 

• * ft  h r Iff  M ‘ >i 

'•  n ' , y 1 "«•'  i*  , • ^ • ' ■ 

. • v . *o  U . • - M - • W 

-*  . •>•  ••  •*  ■ , i r* 

1 W . .<  - - • /t  W • 


» #0 


• •«  »•«# 


s:nr-sv\i*si\.  •/:-  •,.•  '•  e-  *.:  « :r C '.v’-'.r.. 
rr.i-'  3 . " _ * rev. > ■ nc  •nr  1 J’  j.~  f !•: 


4t  ?.bcu >-  2*00  k*;*»  tiu»  ctlcr  irvw  - 

’.’A3  no  •.'urt'-.ar  ?.e  -or  I'*-!' 


rC  J.l'-  L 


C*  A,# 


' I \dc 


• . . re 

i 33  «5  . 


UNCussir  ■ 


Z JL i3  it  "£») 


COPY 


V . ; V »r  . 


L> 


-•«<  Vm  « 


wU 


>**»•'•  • .*L  .5/C  -**.  - - 


uucv 


f 


. "V* 

r r.  . - 


»iV  » • 


1 


O 

f • 

I* 


• • 


• J % • . M I • 

• 1 % > -L.  J • 


• )?3 


j.  jc  • .t 


c . w: 


ri>  « 

• • • 


.::;a  w..  . 


c. 


»•  i • 


_>  1 


• % • 


r-  : 


o ' .# 

• w.#» 


•“  v 

1:20 


I ns  loo..!::, 
luro  s'/ir.  c -j.4-:: 


L 


•.y 


/ U.. 


•j  -r.  • ■ • 


"jot 


X 


4 .. 


;r* 

r 4 


•*-  • , -f*  % m ! ••'  ’\c-  ^ * *.  7 *?  ! » • * i '•  - * -»  / *-» , 

'•  i **  * ♦ W« 

# . # Ui  ^ • *’**  \/.  . • ••  • • 

4r».  -•  •■*  o •*  • •*  ■ * -’*1  first  -'ll 


w 


I I ^ 


mm 


• w 

A • 4 4 

• 

./  f-r  r.t/-; 

• 1 
m 

•*  r 

„ - - 

1 r 

11  .• 

# 

•*  3» 

• . 1 *-  »• 

• A 4 • 

. 1 ...  • 

••  *4 

• 

# tf 


« • • • r 

# ife  j 


>«• 


J - . <* 
%• 

• -r 


• s 


it  3 


• • v/  \r  .*  i 

-.1  w* 


"rsiiion  '.'.l;.. 


I'C  ;ne  tor, 


it  no  red  ur  : 

that  ’i  t;  1 1 2 


.♦A*  ^ *• 


VO 
* 3-  nijv 


r*  *■? 

*• 

r-.'i 


•••  n 

• *•• 


n 


Sl“iu. 


• ; l 

••  • • 


• * *»V  • I f • ^ 

' - i » ••  •••  1 V*J  • 


a/?  i r I.: 


♦ 


.,^>o  a'..,-vr 


a r. 


. 


- • 


Z> Ciorr  -w.  c *^cr  t»nt  yet:  ’ c-'.lc  3oc  a re'  cl,..'  u o’  ; rrc  ; • 

object  ftrtd  l c Cb.jCCv  TJOttl  c ft  , •'  ft  1‘f":  It  0 t ftl*d  t 
coul  ore  i;hi lc  tU, Joels  ‘..hid:  i .:  .?  ■ ..on  _i  tiny  y rs  - .15 

frer.  11:5  3 object  ns  it  reeved, 
side  tiv  av'CTod  ti  >•  bucki.i 


..ten  it 


%.  • V 


V|  f-J  / •? 

.♦At*  # ••  ^ 


• • 


» _ 

r 


around  it  :••<,  • 


• ■ 

.sl  t'f 

VJOU I 

SI 

fi-i-.e  -.:o  r 

a *5 

!•  ire: 3 

** 

”r*u  . ’.c4 

r • f- 

-,n  m. 

c?.03  L'C  JS 

fj  1 '»rj 

. ,.is< 

os it ion. 

. r4  ..* ^ 

% t . . 


t.ir. 

. . ;t  *’ou 

» n ir 

••  fc. 

o to 
i-  s 

•J  ■<  is 


3 v ^ . J,:  Ct 


u:ie  o eject  :i.:  *cd  t t:si:  rn  s no 

vnr44*ti.  1 a*w  n lvc  jtre*  - "ro:  t..lo  . ’;.cJ  ..3:  - n uc*--  .f •?••••  It 

iticr:  .-.ile  t,-.e  o:  'ei'  objects 
t '•rourr.  IjJc  , l;.  '3  ''.Jeet 
seerxe  to  civil  e into  tv.c  .^.rts  ?n*J  r.O'rr  striij;  t up.  ;t  th-n  cl ,-irt  :u  i^:. 
UirecLi.n  nnci  \<1  cn  I ia3t  looit'r  at  it  - it  rcser-.biy  a li„..tp  ci^nr.  .‘no 
firey  object  seered  tc  hare  n translucent  toe—  ntwyeci  to  it  but  1 3 rr sit5.rn  vn 
’.ns  the  sane  as  before.  1 


UNCL/GSIFIED 


2: 


it*  ..•< 

.'-/LiV 


1U5  ’’U')  not  legible. 


N MIPCT  Rtrcn  TO:  5^  2i|— 21 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 


5D-0Sl/fmn 


WASHINGTON 


IMl  iN'iri  i l o:<  4.1  SI  MAI  II'.  'I 
tin  oiftimcT  omn  or  tnoAi  invcstiuaiio*'. 
mkicmt  PArrrftto*  aim  ro«ci  iiasi  oat  ion  OHIO 

28  November  lyl+9 


I 


SUBJECT:  PROJECT  GHJDGE 

SPECIAL  INQUIRY 


TO*  Commanding  General 

Air  Liateriel  Comand 
Yfright-Fatterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 
ATTN*  MCIAXS 


1.  The  attached  report  of  investigation  ty  Special  Agent  EUGENE 
L.  ZECKUEISTER,  DO  -=f3,  dated  22  November  1949*  is  forwarded  for  your 
information  and  any  action  deemed  necessary. 

2.  This  investigation  was  not  requested  by  nor  through  this 
office. 


1 Inol 

R/l  dtd  22  Nov  49 
(in  dup) 


^_/jALES  F.  X.  O'  CONNELL 
Lt  Colonel,  USAF 
District  Commander 
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UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 
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STATUS 


L r,  EC  , 17,  Kir t land  A7F,  H.:*.,  7112  17ZC  2l  -C,  dt  ’ 1?  Au^uss  1? 


Investi  -ition  request  d by  District  Corr.or.der,  17th  CDl 
District,  Kirtland  .L'3,  r Aug  I9U9.  i*.  ' ATIO! 

BAP HI73ER,  Trcasur  r,  Curtir  pv'MsWrv;  Co.,  Fhila-el -bta, 
Fa.,  interviewed  a:  i formal  statement  obtained  re  jar ding 
Subject.  Files  reveal? : Sunday,  2i  June  l£ii9  edition, 

".Tie  Philadelphia  Ir.-.ui rar” , Phila  elpMa,  7a.  carri  d 
artic^^rcr:ardin}  Subject  Fhenor.?na. 

Director,  Flower  Cve -rvatory^  _ 
advised  Aerial  Phenomena  was  a fireball.  Dr.  l^HMH^in 
receipt  of  letters  pertainir  to  Du'  ject  incident..  Dr. 

US,  Executive  Director,  Ar  ^ricar.  Ins  iituTe  of’ 
TErcVd tects,  observed  Subject  Fh~ncr . r.a  ar.-^ck^pifi  D it 
as  a fireball.  7r.  and  Mrs.  .'.MfliPHBHV,  Con- 
shohocken,  subs *an tinted  in  detail  staJ  ersnt  ji’-en 

by  It. 
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File  (5  Incls)  2 


ACTION  COPY  FORWARDED  TO 
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nCH-ViL  G.  FRISCH 
Major,  USA? 
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Replaces  AKCSI  Form  4.  Zi  Jul  48,  which  may 


FILE  STAMP 


OFTCU 


•tnr  NimiM 


v> 


v> 


DETAILS : 
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File  2U-2S 


1.  This  in\*esti -at^  on  v/a 3 predicated  upon  receipt  cf-  letter  from 

District  Comrander,  DC  -'17,  Kirtland  dtated  IS  August  1?.’;°,  su^j  ct: 

UNKNO'TN  Sl'rJ‘CT(S)  (Aerial  Phenomena},  requesting  pertinent  on 

in  reference  to  the  attached  copy  of  better  from 

Vice  President,  Pennsylvania  Cor r any,  Thila,  to  jr.  LINCCII!  LaFAZ.  I’ni- 
versity  of  Mexico,  ds  ‘ ed  f August  19'i9«  * n reference  tc  aerial  phenomena 
sighted  26  June  191,9  at  Media,  Pa. 

AT  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

2.  Cn  lit  September  19h9  Mr.  BilMMMHBkliiMh»asurcr.  Curtis 

Publishing  Co,  Inderendence  Square,  Fhila,  ?a. , and  member  ot*  American 
Meteor  Society,  was  interviewed  at  the  3^  District  CSI  Detachment.  *. 
formal  statement  ;vas  signed  by  on  21  Cct  :f-  to  include 

additional  details  of  the  aerial  phenomena  and  is  attached  as  ar.  inclosur- . 


3.  Files  of  "The  Philadelphia  Inquirer”  were  examined  cn  22  Cctcher 
I9l&  and  revealed  that  article  titled  "’"steer  Soars  O'  er  Ihila  'elihia 
and  explodes",  was  contained  therein  in  the  Sunday,  26  June  191*9  edition. 


AT  UPPER  DARBY,  FA. 

U.  Cn  22  October  19l;9  Director,  School  cf 

Astronomy,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  lor  the  past  twenty-eight  (20  years; 
Director,.  Flower  Observatory,  Upper  Darby,  Pa.;  and  President,  Ar-rican 
Meteor  Society;  mas  interviewed  at  the  Flower  Observatory  and  seated  that 
with  the  information  gathered  he  was  very  sure  in  his  own  rind  that  the 
aerial  phenomena  seen  on  the  night  of  26  June  I9L9  ‘vas  a firev  all.  The 
director  stated  that  reports  coming  to  him  revealed  that  the  fire' all 
appeared  5°  belov;  the  star  Alcor  ar.-’  aprroxima  ely  in  the  middle  of  the  Dig 
Dipper,  the  diameter  of  the  object  b ing  1/1;  of  a degree.  During  course  cf 
interviev;  with  Dr.  rLIVER  it  was  learned  that  he  was  ’’n  receipt  or  other 
letters  pertaining  to  this  incident.  Copies  of  th*->se  letters  arc-  attached 
as  inclosures.  Dr.  OLIVIER  is  the  Consulting  Astronomer  ror  the-  Hydrographic 
Department  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and  for  a number  of  years  all  irregularities 
in  meteor  forms  have  been  forwarded  to  the  observatory  director  "cr  analysis. 
Dr  OLIVIER  stated  that  he  handles  approximately  15,000  reports  per  y°ar. 

AT  MEDIA,  PA. 

5.  It  was  learned  through  Plum  Creek  Road,  Media, 

Pa. , on  24  October  1949,  that  MrjB^|SHI|^Executive  Director,  American 
Institute  of  Arch^ecta,  was  on  an  extended  trip  and  that  it  wouldbe  best 
to  contact  Mr.  •■flE^ria  letter  to  .ashington,  J.  C.  In  Mr.  %HBB^reply 


f 


UNC 


? * 


i. 


- File  2!i-2£ 

of  26  October  19U9,  he  stated  that  he  and  his  wife  v/ere  precent  with  Mr. 
ani  Mrs.  flH^MMIPat  their  home  in  Media,  Pa. , sitting  outdoors  "hen  the 
fireball  appeared.  Although  not  f art  liar  with  astronorical  phenomena. 

unh  sitantly  classified  the  object  as  a fireball.  It  v;as  scon  ’or 
approximately  four  (U)  to  five  (5)  seconds  and  appeared  to  be,  in  rise, 
about  equal  to  a full  moon  seen  at  the  Zenith  and  not  at  the  horizon.  It 
was  very  bright  being  slightly  green  !n  color;  inoving  very  fact;  appearing 
to  follow  a curved  course;  giving  off  smaller  pieces  of  light  in  the  cam- 
manner  as  a sky  rocket.  The  ridge  of  the  house  obstructed  the  virw  making 
it  impossible  to  see  whether  or  not  the  object  retained  its  brilliance 
until  it  struck  the  earth.  The  object  distinctly  lit  up  th - country  side 
andBBBBI^3id  not  recall  that  there  as  any  sound  whatsoever.  Mr. 
stated  he  would  guess  the  object  was  probably  fifty  (50)  miles  away.  This 
letter  is  being -retained  in  files  of  3d  District  CSI. 

AT  CCWSHCK0CK3H.  PA. 
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REFERRED  UFCN  CCTTLTTIC?!  TO  THE  OFFICE  CF  ORIGIN 


October  21,  19- ►? 


UNO  ' 

FHILATSLF'i’TA,  PSKNSYETAriA 


.a  Jlova,  F-nnsylvania,  prior  to  miring  the 
«jiv  contained  * n the  following  paragraphs,  have  'deer,  advise-1  ”"Z  ' 

L.  CTCl"  2 IS  7"’ P.  w o has  identified  hi-’self  to  me  an  a Jpecial  Agent.  Cnfice  cf 
Special  Invest!  atior.s.  t'JA?,  that  I do  not  have  to  make  any  statement  end  V • 
any  statement  I ray  make  ray  be  used  against  me  in  a court  of  la./.  I '.eve 
also  boon  informed  of  my  right  to  have  an  attorney.  ith  such  unaar^.a-  '-’r^ '. 

I make  the  following  sta*  ■»ment  of  nv  own  frea  will  and  accord,  an.1  'v  -c  threat 
or  fear  of  punishment  and  without  inducement  and  jrori.se  of  i-  unity  or  rovarj. 


Cn  the  night  of  2t  June,  l?i;9,  at  arrroxi-a-ely  0003  hours,  I e’ghted  v.t.at 
appeared  to  be  a"xrlrvhjll  {ai^xcaptior.aliy  large’ "net-- or) . I was  on 

the  lawn  of  ry  friends,  Hr.  and  Ilrs.  home  ~y  ife  nr.d 

I vie  re  visiting,  and  vas  looking  toward  the  north-western  sky,  Th«re  v to  nr 
clouds  and  visibility  was  good,  The  h.m  is  within  20  feet  rn  the  !‘adia 
Reservoir  belonging  to  the  Philade? pkia  Suburban  ater  Company.  = sc-  ‘h  ast 
of  the  Purv-s  house.  It  is  about  20  feet  above  the  Reservoir. 


• 'The  object  appeared  as  a llue'-gr-en  "r: on"  and  -:as,  I would  est’.  ate,  between 
1/2  and  2/3  _of  the  slze_n-  My;  diameter  cf  thfc.mopil.  It  ?.  - cared  2 -degrees 
below"  the  star  Altai r in  the  bend  of  the  handle  of  the  fig  D'pper.  Unlike 
the  ulual  fireball,  it  did  not  appear  as  a streak,  or  lirht  steadily  prowin 
brighter,  but  at  the  full  size.  There  was  no  question  of  any  concision  with 
the  moon  or  a planet,  as  it  was  many  tires  larger  than  any  planet,  and  «3, 
of  course,  the  moon  or  a planet  could  not  be  in  this  direction. 

The  object  moved  la  a southerly  direction  through  about  20  degrees  cf  arc  in 
3f  to  3 1/2  seconds,  and  disappeared  behind  the  rcof  of  the  Furves  house.  It 
was  also  seen  b;  Hr.  and  ?.'r3^g£H^B^eut  r:J  wife*  who  locked  arc-,  n?.  only 
saw  a bluish  green  glow  above  Ine  hill,  wl  ich  blocked  the  view  t.c  the  . est. 

Unlike  the  usual  fireball,  the  appearance  was  not  accompanied  by  a hissing 
sound  nor  was  it  followed  by  any  thunder  sounds.  It  ws  not  followed  by  ar.y 
lighted  trail. 


As  to  it3  actual  size,  height  or  speed.  I can  make  no  statement,  as.  -f  course, 
any  one  of  these  factors  would  be  dependent  on  the  other.  *s  noted  above, 
its  diameter  was  about  1/2"  of  arc  and  it  moved  threugh  about  20  degrees  of 
arc  in  3 to  3 1/2  seconds.  Calculating  very  roughly,  if  it  was  50  miles 
away,  the  altitude  would  be  about  20  riles  and  the  speed  about  7 miles  a second; 
if-  the  distance  was  greater,  both  altitude  and  speed  would  also  be  greater, 
and  the  reverse  would  apply  if  it  was  nearer.  It  was  about  30  degrees  above 
the  horizon  when  it  a peared  and  about  15  degrees  when  it  disap- eared  behind 
the  house. 


As  noted  above,  it  was  a circular  disc  and  there  was  no  sign  of  any  exhaust. 

I have  never  previously  seen  a large  fireball  an  i was  somewhat  surprised  .that 
it  was  not  blinding,  but  gave  out  a little  less  light  than  the  full  moon. 


Its  path  was  entirely  regular,  with  no  chan  e 'r  courrn  or  rpe-d.  ".e:v  • nr 
no  variation  in  the  amount  of  li  *ht  or  any  "blinking".  He  rotation  ccul  I 
have  been  o’,  served  r.s  no  features  of  th-  disc  W'-rc  visile. 


fr.^g^^thorght  he  saw  it  1-ave  bchini  sore  r?d  sparks,  lut  neith’r  Mrs. 
Turves  cr  I sav:  these. 


}’y  friend,  .’!rs.  sore  -u^sts,  from  their  lawn  at 

Conshohocken,  lon  naTe^iorth  o^^R.a,  at  about  the  sa-e  tire  of  *he  night, 
saw  what  ns  undoubtedly  the  same  object,  travelin  , they  think,  're-  norti  . t 
to  southeast.  They  at  first  thought  it  was  a rocket  and  then  realized  ‘•hi1  it 

was  a meteor. 


I reported  the  sighting  promptly  to  The  Franklin  Institute,  who  '’urr.ishd  a.*, 
account  which  was  published  in  the  lat*  edition  of  the  Junta;,-  Pullotin  rn  2cl 
June,  lQi;9.  The  following  day  I wrote  to  Dr.  University  of 

Pennsylvania  flower  Observatory  at  Dvarthmore . Ten^ylvania^an  d av«  thc-;r  a 
detailed  account  of  the  rhenomenon.  I sfent  copies  of  this  letter  to  ir. 

Lincoln  LaFaz,  Director  of  th  Institute  of  Met/»oritics,  University.'  cf  ”ew 
Mexico,  Los  Alamos,  I.’ew  Mexico,  end  also  to  Dr.  Frederick  Leonard,  Astronomer 
University  of' Southern  California,  Los  Angeles,  Calif omia. 

Dr.  Olivier  is  ^resident  cf  the  American  Meteor  Society  and  as  such  collects 
accounts  of  all  meteors.  He  tells  me  that  he  has  nob  obtained  enor "h  ether 
accoun  s to  enable  him  to  trace  the  actual  course  o:  the  object  by  tvinn -ul-ticn 
Dr.  LaPaz  wrote  me  a series  cf  questions  about  the  phenomenon,  which  I have 
answered,  an  1 I understand  that  the  Office  of  Social  Invest!  ati  ns,  USA”,  has 
a copy  of  this  answer. 

• 

I have  read  this  statement,  which  consists  of  two  pages.  I have  signed  this 
stater ent  and  initialed  all  correction.:.  This  statement  is  th--  truth  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  and  I have  riven  it  freely  and  voluntarily 


Witness : 

/s/  Eu  er.e  L.  Zechreister 
Philadelphia,  Fa. 


ft  .. 


l 


me 


3503  Race  Street 
Fhila  U.  ra. 

June  27,  1°';9 


Franklin  Inst flute 
Philadelphia,  Fa. 


Dear  dir: 


I arn  sending  you  my  observatior.of  what  appeared  to  Ve  a 
meteor  of  a very  bright  intensity  which  I observed  while  sitting 
in  my  back  yard  on  oat.  night.  The  time  -"as  approximately 
midnight.  The  duration  of  visibility  "or  me  ‘..as  very  short, 
probably  no  more  than  2 to  3 seconds  as  it  disappeared  from  view 
behind  a house  to  the  west  of  me.  The  color  -as  a bright  blue 
and  the  intensity  ..as  enough  to  light  up  the  area  arcunl  us 
as  if  a Fourth  of  July  ocket  ha^  gone  orf  several  hu  idred  feet 
in  the  air.  'Tie  duration  of  fall  - it  seemed  to  cone  from  the 
area  in  the  vicinity  of  the  handle  of  the  Tig  Dipper  and  fall 
to  the  southwest.  I was  facing  north  and  when  it  disappeared 
from  ny  view  it  was  al-ost  straight  northwest  of  me.  Tie 
angle  seemed  to  be  a perfect  circle.  ^ 


I hope  my  very  amateur  observations  -ay  be  of  some  help 
to  you. 


Respectfully  yours, 


A TRUi  CCFYs 
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Cenfirrinp  cu.r  phene  ccnverent ‘ on.  :v*re  ir  r:y  rr. 

the  ret-oritc  seen  or.  the  r.4jhi  cr  June  2" . 

I an  not  sure  cf  t!v»  tiro,  tut  it  ••:»s  arovn**  1"  : 7 ~ . The 
;••  ' ’ loo!'?  :•  v.nusua’* ly  lar  - at  i vr  sv ally  '•  ri  hi  - a4- 

least  as  ‘ ri  ns  ' full  noon.  : saw  it  in  -he  70s  ter:;  shy 
p~rha;-3  * little  • : v v.'.i  o"  th-  v; * 3 1 - *ror  -y  '.cr::  in  C-lav'yr.3, 
I‘  “ hcrisor.tnl  direct!  r.  -v'-s  not  "rcr  *»irht  to  1 ; "t  'ut  r r~~ 
north  est  tcvar.l  sovthvnst. 


I s-ovr  it  thr  ugh  tm~3 


it.- 

- V* 


vicr-1?  travel 
te  a half. 


;2  ^ 


■A  • «A 


o !V  1 •• 
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•«  • ' • * • — w.  • 


rs  - 


^ o m - 'pM  3^  - rt  oe.»','“  ^ 

• - W — .k.  - v-  - - Li.  . _ Cl 


Fhyslaally  it  *t«s  largo  primarily,  while  v.*ith  a rath,  r 
a’-cri  thick  trail  that  ha.1  definite  ' it  2 a~lcr.  A rert  rf 
parallel  trail,  thinner,  eras  definitely  red  a:  1 yellow. 

I ;;ould  say  that  its  angle  with  the  horisen  v ns  ' cut 


I v; ei) It  ve  interest’d  *n  hearir - i4-  it  landed  '•r.d  has  ’"•'n 

%• 

discovered. 


Sincerely, 


CCfY: 


I { 


. 


